
Number of plants necessary to recover a trait

   Sedcole (1977) discussed four methods for calculating the needed, with a specified 
probability, the number of traits needed to recover a trait. A simple and conservative 
method to estimate (n) the number of plants to be evaluated to recover at least one 
plant with the trait is as follows:

n ≥ log (1-p) / log (1-q)

where p is the probability of recovering at least one plant with the trait and q is the 
probability of the occurrence of the trait.
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